Selected Passages Regarding God’s Mandate for Justice
And Christian Responsibility Regarding the Human Trafficking Issue

Genesis 37-50

Read the story of Joseph, who was sold into slavery by his family and trafficked as a domestic slave in
Egypt before being imprisoned because he refused to be sexually exploited by his slave owner. The
story ends with a beautiful story of redemption, as God intervenes on Joseph’s behalf and gives him a
platform from which to make a difference in the world.

Deuteronomy 24:14
Do not take advantage of a hired man who is poor and needy, whether he is a brother Israelite or
an alien living in one of your towns.

Psalm 10:11,17

The wicked say to themselves, “God will never notice; he covers his face and never sees.” You,
Lord, hear the desire of the afflicted; you encourage them, and you listen to their cry, defending
the fatherless and the oppressed...

Psalm 12:5
Because of the oppression of the weak and the groaning of the needy, [ will now arise, says the
LORD, I will protect them from those who malign them.

Psalm 41:1-2

Blessed is he who has regard for the weak; the LORD delivers him in times of trouble. The LORD
will protect him and preserve his life; he will bless him in the land and not surrender him to the
desire of his foes.

Psalm 82:3-4
Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed. Rescue the
weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.

Proverbs 14:31
He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy
honors God.

Proverbs 19:17
He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done.

Proverbs 21:13
If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered.

Proverbs 24:11-12 (NRSV)
If you hold back from rescuing those taken away to death, those who go staggering to the
slaughter; if you say, ‘Look, we did not know this’— does not he who weighs the heart perceive it?

Does not he who keeps watch over your soul know it? And will he not repay all according to their
deeds?



Proverbs 31:8-9
Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak
up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.

Isaiah 1:17
Learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead
the case of the widow.

Isaiah 58:6-7;10

Is not this the kind of fasting [ have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of
the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it not to share your food with the
hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter-- when you see the naked, to clothe him,
and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? ...and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the
hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your
night will become like the noonday.

Isaiah 61:8
For [, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity. In my faithfulness I will reward them and
make an everlasting covenant with them.

Micah 6:8
He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly
and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

Matthew 23:23

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—
mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice,
mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.

Matthew 25:41-45

Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels. For [ was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, | was
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, [ was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed
clothes and you did not clothe me, [ was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' They
also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or
sick or in prison, and did not help you?' He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do
for one of the least among you, you did not do for me.'

Luke 4:18 (NLT)

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will
be set free.

Luke 11:42

Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden
herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without
leaving the former undone.



